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“ W hat is mora l is w hat you fe e l good after, and w hat is im mora l is w hat you fe e l bad after. ”  
(Ernest H e m ing w ay)

W hen it com es to determ in ing w hat s ign if icance mora ls have on our soc ia l syste m today, there 
is no c lear-cut ans w er. M ora ls make the w orld go round , and they are an ind ispensab le bas is for 
soc ia l ex istence among peop le . They leave no room for skept ic ism or amb igu ity. In th is sense , 
mora ls are Truth’s b ig s ister. L ike in H e m ing w ay’s sarcast ic state m ent , mora l standards these 
days are  de f ined more by ind iv idua l peop le than by soc ie t ies .

S ince the beg inn ing of the modern age conte mporary art ists have exp lored the fa i lures and short -
com ings of our soc ia l syste ms . O ver the past f e w  decades , count less exh ib it ions have focused 
on th is sub ject . O ne exh ib it ion that f its th is mo ld is “ I Cou ld L ive In A frica , ”  w h ich exam ines the 
re lat ionsh ip bet w e en conte mporary art and punk in Po land during the late 1970s and 80s . It focuses
on phenom ena that often took p lace h idden from p la in v ie w . W hat punk and art in Po l ish soc ie ty 
had in com mon during th is period w as the ne ed to oppose the status quo: the com mun ist reg im e ,
po l it ics in genera l , the preva i l ing mora l and aesthe t ic cu ltura l standards . To the Eastern Europe of
the t im e “ No Future , ”  the s logan of the punk move m ent in the w est , w as no d iff erent from the
dead-end future the ru ling reg im e offered its peop le . Underground art and po lit ics he ld the prom ise 
of a ne w  and be tter future . 
The t it le of the exh ib it ion “ I Cou ld L ive In Africa ”  w as taken from the 1983 eponymous docum entary
f i lm on the Po l ish punk band “ Izrae l ”  by the Dutch f i lm maker and scre en writ er Jacques de Kon ing .
Under the mart ia l la w  that w as in p lace in Po land during the early 1980s , a se m ina l underground
mus ic scene deve loped that found its express ion ma in ly in punk and ne w  w ave . In an art ic le that
appeared in the punk and art fanz ine “ Post ”  in 1981 the author P iotr Rypson , w ho is w e l l kno w n
today as a curator and art crit ic , compared Po lish punk w ith the early t w ent ieth-century Dada ist and
Futurist move m ents . Rypson recogn ized that the Po l ish punk move m ent w as us ing cu ltura l m eans
to protest and attack the state ’s pract ice of monopo l iz ing , sanct ion ing , and contro l l ing art to its 
o w n advantage .
In add it ion to Jacques de Kon ing’s f i lm , the exh ib it ion w i l l present docum entaries and w ork by
M iros la w  Ba lka , Joze f Robako w sk i , Darek Skub ie l , and M icha l Tarko w sk i , among others .

The exh ib it ion “ I Cou ld L ive In A frica ”  w as in it iated by N ico laus Schafhausen and is be ing curated 
by Lukasz Ronduda and M icha l W o l insk i .  It w i l l be  deve loped in cooperat ion w ith the  W it t e  de  
W ith , C enter for Conte mporary Art in Rotterdam and is part of a comprehens ive exh ib it ion series
about mora l concept ions and e th ics that w i l l be sho w n in Rotterdam start ing Septe mber 2009 .
Lukasz Ronduda is curator of the  Arch ive of Po l ish Experim enta l F i lm at the  C enter for
Conte mporary Art U jazdo w sk i Cast le in Warsa w .
M icha l Wo l insk i is curator and found ing ed itor of the art journa l P iktogram , Warsa w .
N ico laus Schafhausen is curator and d irector of the W itte de W ith , C enter for Conte mporary Art 
in Rotterdam .

We’d appreciate an announcement of our exhibition in you medium. If publicized, please send us a copy
for our files. Thank you!

Exhibition venue
Ursula Blickle Foundation
Mühlw eg 18, D - 76703 Kraichtal - U Ö
Phone +49 7251 60919, Fax +49 7251 68687
w w w.ursula -blickle -stiftung.de

Press information 
Dr. Hanne lore Paflik-Huber, Phone +49 176 23622819
presse @ursula -blickle -stiftung.de

Press photos
are available on our w ebsite
w w w.ursula -blickle -stiftung.de

Pre-opening viewing
Please call for an appointment
Phone +49 7251 60919, Fax +49 7251 68687

Duration of the exhibition
March 15 – April 19, 2009

Opening
Saturday, March 14, 2009, 7 p.m.
We lcom ing address: Ursula B lickle
Introduction: M ichal Wolinski and N icolaus Schafhausen

Opening hours
W ed. 2 – 5 p.m ., Sun. 2 – 6 p.m . and by appointment

Subsequent venues
The show w ill be presented as part of the 2009/2010
exhibition series on morals and ethics at the W itte 
de W ith, Center for Contemporary Art in Rotterdam .

Closing ceremony
April 19, 2009, 4 p.m . – Talk and discussion
Dr. Hanne lore Paflik-Huber, art historian, Stuttgart
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